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Enterprising and 
Humanitarian 
Foreign Policy
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111The United Nations (UN) Reform 
•	 Türkiye supports all the steps taken to ensure better 

functioning of the UN system, believing that the UN 
should continue to be a source of hope for all people 
around the world. 

•	 Türkiye asserts that the UN should be made more 
democratic, representative, accountable, transparent, 
and effective in line with the principle formulated as 
“The World is Bigger than Five”, demanding the effec-
tiveness of the UN General Assembly to be enhanced 
and the veto privilege granted to five states in the UN 
Security Council to be abolished.

Humanitarian Aid
•	 Türkiye, carrying out humanitarian aid to the whole 

world regardless of language, religion or race, was the 
world’s second biggest donor country in 2021 with hu-
manitarian aid amounting to USD 5,6 billion according 
to the Global Humanitarian Assistance Report of 2022.

•	 Türkiye continues to be “the most generous country in 
the world” in proportion to its gross national product, 
allocating approximately 1% of its gross national in-
come for humanitarian aid every year.

•	 According to the United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil Report published in 2020, Türkiye hosts 3.6 million 
registered Syrian guests and 320,000 asylum seekers 
from different nationalities.
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112 Development Aid
•	 In addition to humanitarian aid, Türkiye provides var-

ious aids to support the development of countries in 
need.

•	 These aids, provided by Türkiye without the expecta-
tion for any return, cover a very wide geography from 
Africa to the Balkans, South America, and Asia.

•	 Türkiye contributes to world peace by supporting 
thousands of projects and activities in many fields 
from education to health, transportation, and tourism.

•	 Türkiye provided approximately 7,7 billion US dollars 
of development aid to 119 different countries in 2021.

•	 Türkiye is the second biggest OECD country in making 
development aids in proportion to its gross national 
product.

Medical Aid 

•	 Having a deep-rooted tradition of diplomacy and hu-
manitarian reflexes, Türkiye has mobilized all its re-
sources against the Covid-19 pandemic that the world 
has faced with.

•	 Türkiye provided 6,3 million doses of vaccines to 19 
countries as of the first quarter of 2022, without mak-
ing any distinction between countries, believing that 
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113
“a friend in need is a friend indeed”. In addition, it has 
become one of the leading countries with the medical 
aid provided to 161 countries and 12 international or-
ganizations in this period of 2 years.

•	 During the pandemic, Türkiye has donated 6.3 million 
doses of vaccines to 19 different countries. Additional-
ly, 4 million 870 thousand doses of vaccines, including 
the locally developed vaccine TURKOVAC, have been 
donated to 11 African countries.

•	 During the pandemic, Türkiye carried out the most 
comprehensive evacuation operation in the history 
of the Republic and ensured that more than 100,000 
citizens from 142 countries are brought to our country.
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Combating 
International 
Terrorism
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115•	 Türkiye has been effectively countering terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations for decades, ranging 
from FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation to the 
ethnic separatist terrorist organisation PKK/KCK and 
the leftist DHKP-C to religiously motivated terrorist 
organisations such as Al-Qaeda and DAESH, as well as 
the “17 November” and “ASALA” terrorist organisations.

•	 Türkiye contributes actively to international efforts 
to combat threats posed by Foreign Terrorist Fighters 
(FTF).

•	 In an effort to combat the FTF threat, Türkiye was a 
co-presenter of the United Nations Security Council’s 
draft resolution 2396 on FTFs adopted on December 
21, 2017.

•	 Türkiye also initiated, together with the US, the Global 
Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF) and co-chaired this 
body between September 2011- April 2016. 

•	 Until September 2017, Türkiye also co-chaired the 
Horn of Africa Working Group within the GCTF toget-
her with the EU. 

•	 Türkiye is an active member of the Anti-DAESH Coali-
tion and is co-leading the FTF working group within 
this Coalition. Türkiye has also carried out military 
operations that significantly reduced DAESH’s influen-
ce in Iraq and Syria.

•	 As a result of DAESH attacks, Türkiye has lost hundreds 
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116
of citizens. Thanks to the effective counter-terrorism 
measures taken, DAESH has been prevented from carr-
ying out extensive operations in our country.

•	 Türkiye’s counter-terrorism operations against DAESH 
in Syria also constitute a significant strike against the 
PKK terrorist organisation.

•	 There are organisations that can be evaluated as an 
extension of the PKK/KCK in Iran, Syria and Iraq. These 
organisations are called KODAR/PJAK in Iran, Tawgari 
Azadi in Iraq, and PYD/YPG in Syria. In Europe, it con-
ducts operations under the name KCDK-E (European 
Kurdistan Democratic Societies Congress).

•	 The treacherous coup attempt, which took place on 
the evening of July 15, 2016 and thwarted by the he-
roic defence of democracy by the Turkish people, has 
unveiled a new dimension of terrorism that has never 
been seen before.

•	 After the coup attempt on July 15, Türkiye made com-
bating FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation, the 
perpetrator of the treacherous attempt, a top priority.

•	 Türkiye is exerting efforts to close/take over FETO/PSS 
armed terrorist organisation affiliated schools, foun-
dations, and associations, as well as to prevent mem-
bers of the organisation from relocating overseas and 
evading justice.

•	 Various countries and international organisations 
have designated FETO/PSS as a terrorist organisation. 
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117
In this regard, FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation 
was designated as a terrorist organisation at the 43rd 

Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC 
held on October 19, 2016; a similar decision was ta-
ken by the Asian Parliamentary Assembly on Decem-
ber 1, 2016; it was confirmed on the 12th Session of 
the Conference of the Parliamentary Union of the OIC 
Member States on January 27, 2017. With the Council 
of Ministers Decision dated July 21, 2016, the TRNC 
declared the FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation 
to be an “illegal society.” In addition, the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan designated FETO/PSS as a terrorist 
organisation on December 28, 2018. In October 2021, 
FETO/PSS was listed as a terrorist organisation in the 
quadrilateral declaration published following a sum-
mit between our President and the Presidents of Togo, 
Burkina Faso, and Liberia.

•	 Türkiye is a member of the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), the OECD’s global anti-money laundering and 
terrorist financing watchdog. Türkiye is constantly re-
viewing its regulations and applications on the issues 
of financing of terror in order to completely follow the 
FATF recommendations.

•	 In addition to contributing to the capacity-building 
efforts of the UN and regional organisations as part 
of efforts to strengthen international cooperation in 
the fight against terrorism, our country also carries out 
bilateral capacity-building programmes with reques-
ting countries.
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The Events of 
1915
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119•	 Turks and Armenians lived peacefully in Anatolia for 
more than 800 years. During the Ottoman period, the 
Armenian community was described as a “loyal nation” 
due to its loyalty to the state. In the Ottoman adminis-
tration, Armenians were appointed to many important 
positions such as minister, pasha (general), ambassa-
dor, governor, and commercial representative.

•	 However, the separatist movements that emerged in 
the Balkans in the 19th century affected some seg-
ments of the Armenian population starting from the 
1880s, and various Armenian committees began to be 
established. The common goal of the secret commit-
tees was the establishment of a politically and eth-
nically homogeneous Armenian state in the regions 
inhabited by Armenians in the Ottoman lands. With 
the provocation of these committees and foreign sup-
port, the first major Armenian revolt broke out in Van 
in 1896.

•	 Separatist Armenians, taking advantage of the start of 
the First World War and the Ottoman Empire’s entry 
into war against the Entente Powers, revolted and co-
operated with the invading Russian Army and other 
foreign enemy forces to carry out massacres against 
Turks and Muslims and attacking the Ottoman Army 
and cutting off their supply lines.
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120
•	 After the Armenian gangs launched the second Van 

revolt on 15 April 1915 and started to attack the Ot-
toman Empire from inside in line with the Russian at-
tacks, the Ottoman government warned the Armenian 
Patriarch, its deputies and the leaders of the Armenian 
community and declared that it would take the neces-
sary measures if the attacks continued.

•	 However, when this warning failed, the Ottoman gov-
ernment closed the Armenian Committees on 24 April 
1915 and arrested some committee members for ac-
tivities against the state. Every year on the 24th of 
April, the date of the so-called genocide commemora-
tion, is actually the date when the Armenian commit-
tee members responsible for the rebellion and armed 
attacks were arrested.

•	 In the face of this great threat, the Ottoman govern-
ment, on 27 May 1915, resorted to a legitimate defense 
measure that any country in the same situation would 
take without hesitation, and ordered the Armenian 
population residing in the war zone or nearby strate-
gic areas to be removed from the lines close to the 
invading Russian army and transferred to the southern 
provinces of the Empire, and adopted a law (the Law 
of Relocation and Settlement). Relocation took place 
within the territory of the country without deportation.

•	 Although the Ottoman government made great efforts 
to protect the relocated Armenians and to provide 
them with food, they could not prevent human losses 
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in the harsh conditions of the day such as war, internal 
conflicts, epidemics, and hunger. However, it should 
not be forgotten that not only the Armenians, but all 
the communities that made up the Empire were af-
fected by the nationalist movements that emerged in 
the period leading up to the First World War and the 
destruction caused by the war itself. In the same peri-
od, more than 5 million Muslims were massacred and 
exiled from their homes in the Balkans and Caucasus.

•	 Almost half a century after the events of 1915, a new 
narrative of history emerged, being derived from the 
pains of the past. This campaign, which aims to tell 
what happened only through the eyes of Armenians 
and to popularize it in the world, fueled radicalism 
and led to acts of terror and violence. In the attacks 
carried out by Armenian terrorist organizations such 
as ASALA (Armenian Secret Organization for the Lib-
eration of Armenia), JCAG (Armenian Genocide Justice 
Commandos), and ARA (Armenian Revolutionary Army), 
77 persons were brutally murdered, 58 of whom were 
Turkish citizens (31 of them were diplomats and their 
family members). 

•	 Armenian radicals define the events of 1915 as “gen-
ocide”, leaving aside the historical background and 
facts, completely ignoring the legal dimension. How-
ever, there is no political or academic consensus on 
how to define the events of 1915 . The issue is a legit-
imate topic of discussion.
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•	 Türkiye is of the opinion that how to define controver-

sial historical issues is within the jurisdiction of histor-
ical science and international law, not politics. The last 
years of the Ottoman Empire were a tragic time for all 
the people of the Empire. Turks, Armenians, and other 
communities all experienced great suffering. Türkiye 
does not ignore the suffering of the Armenians but op-
poses the distortion of the painful events of 1915 as 
“genocide” performed by one side on the other.

•	 It is a humanitarian and moral duty to understand this 
period in all its dimensions, to show due respect to the 
memory of the many people who lost their lives, and 
to remember and tell history in a non-selective and 
objective way. In this context, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan called for the establishment of a “Joint His-
torical Commission” in 2005. The Armenian side did 
not respond to this offer, which is still on the table.

•	 The normalization process between Türkiye and Ar-
menia continues. The politically motivated claims of 
genocide, which are historically and legally baseless, 
serve no other purpose than to weaken the efforts to-
wards normalization.

•	 Turks and Armenians should work together to rebuild 
their historical friendship without forgetting the diffi-
cult times in their common past.
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123Why The Events of 1915 Cannot Be Called 
as Genocide?

•	 Genocide is a major crime clearly defined in interna-
tional law, and it is not a generic word that can be 
used to roughly describe any atrocity.

•	 According to the 1948 Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which de-
fined this crime for the first time in international law, 
whether the crime of genocide was committed can 
only be determined by a court decision.

•	 Only the Holocaust and Rwanda, Srebrenica and Cam-
bodia genocides have been determined by the deci-
sions of the competent courts.

•	 There is no such competent court decision regarding 
the events of 1915. However, only authorized courts 
can decide whether an incident was genocide or not. 
Various decisions taken in the parliaments of some 
countries or statements made by politicians do not 
have any legal value and validity.

•	 As a matter of fact, the relevant decisions of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights (Perinçek and Mercan) 
confirm that the events of 1915, unlike the Holocaust, 
are a legitimate topic of discussion. In this context, the 
denial plans developed in some European countries 
under the pressure of groups advocating the genocide 
allegations were annulled within the framework of the 
aforementioned ECHR case-law.
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•	 According to the Convention, genocide consists of a 

number of acts committed with the aim of destroying 
a certain group partially or completely based on their 
national, ethnic, racial or religious identities.

•	 The most important feature that distinguishes the 
crime of genocide from other crimes is the “special 
intent to destroy” (dolus specialis) that the perpetrator 
must have. In the context of the events of 1915, there 
is no evidence that the Ottoman Empire decided to 
relocate Armenians with the intention of “destroying”.

•	 On the contrary, it is proven by the archive documents 
that the Ottoman Empire took the necessary measures 
to ensure the safety of the Armenians who were relo-
cated and sent those who did not comply with these 
instructions to the Court of War and sentenced them 
to various sentences including death.

•	 In addition, the fact that 522 Ottoman citizens of Ar-
menian origin were working in the Ottoman bureau-
cracy during and after the relocation as of 1917 re-
veals that the Law on Relocation and Settlement was 
put into effect in 1915 within the framework of the 
state’s security needs and not through ideological mo-
tives targeting any ethnic, religious, racial, or national 
group, as a legitimate measure.

•	 The fact that not all Ottoman Armenians were relocat-
ed is an important factor showing that the relocation 
was a precautionary practice. First of all, relocation 
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was carried out only in the Eastern Provinces of the 
Ottoman Empire, where the rebellion took place, and 
the Armenian population in the Western Provinces and 
the Istanbul Patriarchate were not included.
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Cyprus 
Issue
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127•	 The Cyprus Issue erupted with the Greek Cypriots’ 
attempt to unilaterally seize the administration by 
abandoning the agreement of living together and 
co-managing the Island, by excluding the Turkish Cyp-
riots from the partnership state established in 1960 
following the London and Zurich Agreements signed 
in 1959. As part of the Greek Cypriot side’s ENOSIS 
(unification with Greece) ideology, especially the EOKA 
terrorist organization carried out many terrorist acts 
and massacres against the Turkish Cypriots who have 
been living on the island for hundreds of years, includ-
ing the Bloody Christmas massacre in 1963. The Turk-
ish Cypriot side and Türkiye, on the other hand, have 
never accepted this illegal and illegitimate situation 
that prevents the Turkish Cypriots from exercising 
their rights as equal partners.

•	 After nearly 11 years of terror and violence, on 15 
July 1974, EOKA leader Nikos Sampson carried out a 
coup d’etat against Makarios and seized power for a 
short time in order to connect the island to Greece. 
On the other hand, Türkiye first offered the UK a joint 
intervention within the framework of the 1960 Treaty 
of Guarantee. Upon the negative response of the UK, 
Türkiye launched the Cyprus Peace Operation on 20 
July 1974 for the security of the Turks on the island. 
With the Peace Operation, Türkiye not only secured the 
existence of the Turkish people by preventing ENOSIS, 
but also ended the activities of EOKA, which had an 
aggressive attitude against the Greeks as well as the 
Turks, and established a peaceful environment for the 
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entire Island. The Peace Operation was instrumental 
in bringing democracy to Greece by causing the over-
thrown of the junta regime.

•	 After the negotiations on the bi-zonal, bi-commu-
nal federal solution model did not yield any results, 
which was put in the agenda with the 1977-79 Sum-
mit Agreements, the Turkish Cypriot side declared the 
establishment of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus (TRNC) on 15 November 1983 based on the right 
to self-determination.

•	 One of the most comprehensive attempts to resolve 
the conflict on the island was the Annan Plan, the 
foundations of which were laid in 1999, envisaging 
the establishment of a federal state. The solution plan, 
which was shaped as a result of the negotiations, was 
submitted to the approval of the two people of two 
sides with simultaneous referendums in the TRNC and 
the Greek Cypriot Administration (GCA) on 24 April 
2004. While 75.83% of Greek Cypriots voted “no” for 
the plan, Turkish Cypriots said “yes” with a majority 
of 64.91%, despite the many difficulties that the plan 
would bring for them. In the face of the Greek Cypriot 
side’s rejection of the plan, this comprehensive solu-
tion plan supported by the entire international com-
munity including the UN and the EU became void.

•	 In the process after the Annan Plan, the efforts to re-
solve the Cyprus Issue, our national cause, in a way 
that protects the rights and interests of the Turkish 
Cypriot people arising from the fact that they are the 
main element and co-owner of the Island continued 
with determination, based on the need to meet the 
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security concerns. However, the Cyprus Conference, 
which continued intermittently between 2007 and 
2017, ended inconclusively in July 2017 after the Greek 
Cypriot side’s uncompromising attitude and insistence 
on not sharing political power.

•	 Finally, in April 2021, Ersin Tatar, the President of the 
TRNC, together with the Turkish and Greek Cypriot 
leaders, attended the informal meeting held under 
the auspices of the UN with the participation of the 
guarantor countries Türkiye, Greece and the United 
Kingdom and he submitted a written proposal for the 
start of negotiations for the recognition of the equal 
sovereignty of Turkish Cypriots as an international sta-
tus and the cooperation between the two states on 
the island.

•	 Based on the fact that there are two separate nations 
and states on the island today, the Republic of Tür-
kiye gives full support to the proposal presented by 
the President of the TRNC. Türkiye maintains its con-
structive stance towards starting results-oriented ne-
gotiations for a comprehensive and sustainable coop-
eration between the two “equal” States on the Island, 
based on the recognition of Turkish Cypriot people’s 
birthright equality and equal international status, 
which was usurped in 1963.

•	 The Republic of Türkiye uninterruptedly continues its 
efforts to end the inhumane isolation and restrictions 
imposed on the Turkish Cypriot people today.
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Türkiye’s 
Rights in 
The Eastern 
Mediterranean 
and Aegean 
Seas
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131•	 Türkiye has legitimate rights and interests granted 
by the international law in the maritime areas in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.

•	 According to the international law, the right of the is-
lands to create a maritime jurisdiction (entitlement) 
is not the same as the limitation of maritime juris-
diction (delimitation). The International Court of Jus-
tice, in similar disputes between third countries, has 
decided that islands damaging equitable delimitation 
can only create limited jurisdiction or cannot have a 
continental shelf or exclusive economic zone beyond 
the territorial waters.

•	 Greece’s request for a maritime jurisdiction area of 
40 thousand square kilometers for the island of Meis, 
which is approximately 10 square kilometers and 
is located 2 kilometers from the Turkish coast and 
580 kilometers from the Greek mainland, is not only 
against international law, but also against equity.

•	 With the 1923 Lausanne Peace Treaty, the 1947 Paris 
Peace Treaty and other international documents on 
the subject, the East Aegean Islands were taken into 
non-military status. However, Greece has been acting 
against the non-military status of these islands since 
the 1950s and has accepted this with its official state-
ments.

•	 A country’s airspace must overlap with its territorial 
waters, and the practice of airspace extending beyond 
its territorial waters is against the international law. 
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Although the territorial waters of Greece are 6 nau-
tical miles wide, the width of its airspace is 10 miles. 
Therefore, Greece’s illegal airspace application ex-
ceeding 4 nautical miles over its territorial waters and 
the accusations of airspace violation against Türkiye 
based on this do not have a legal basis.

•	 In seas with unique geographical features, such as the 
Aegean and the Mediterranean, increasing the width 
of the territorial sea and limiting the maritime juris-
diction areas should not violate the rights of other 
coastal states. It is a fundamental rule of the interna-
tional law that the boundaries of sea areas, which are 
located between close or opposite positions where 
maritime areas intersect or converge, must be deter-
mined by agreement and within the framework of the 
principle of equity.

•	 The prejudiced attitude of the EU and some third 
countries against our determined stance to protect 
our rights and the rights of the Turkish Cypriots in the 
Eastern Mediterranean does not contribute to stability 
and peace in the region.

•	 Türkiye is taking fairness, dialogue, and cooperation as 
the basis in the resolution of disputes in the Aegean 
and Eastern Mediterranean, and it never leaves the 
principles of the international law.

•	 Türkiye is ready for dialogue with all parties except 
the Greek Cypriot Administration (GCA) to ensure the 
fair and peaceful limitation of maritime jurisdiction 
areas in the Eastern Mediterranean. Negotiation with 
the Greek Cypriot Administration is only possible after 
the Cyprus Issue is resolved.
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•	 Türkiye’s seismic exploration and drilling activities in 

the Mediterranean are carried out within the frame-
work of Türkiye’s legitimate rights and interests, in ac-
cordance with the international law.

•	 Türkiye did not become a party to the UN Convention 
on the Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS) as there is 
no mechanism to allow it to make reservations to the 
provisions it objects to.

•	 Greece bases its claims on the islands on Article 121 
of UNCLOS on the maritime jurisdiction of the islands. 
The provisions of the said article do not bind Türkiye, 
and Türkiye is in the position of a permanent objector 
state to the articles that it does not accept in UNCLOS.

•	 Türkiye takes the international law, equity, dialogue, 
and cooperation as the basis in the resolution of dis-
putes in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean.
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Human 
Rights and 
Democracy
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135•	 Taking human rights in a broad perspective, Türkiye 
adopts the motto “Keep People Alive so that the State 
Lives!” as a principle and makes respect for human 
dignity one of its foreign policy priorities. Türkiye has 
implemented many reforms on strengthening democ-
racy and the rule of law and ensuring full respect for 
fundamental rights and freedoms.

•	 Türkiye has ratified the UN Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and has become a party to the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights and almost all of 
the UN fundamental human rights conventions. These 
include conventions related to civil, political, econom-
ic, social, and cultural rights, rights of children, wom-
en, disabled, and migrant workers and conventions 
against racial discrimination, torture and ill-treatment.

•	 According to Article 90 of the Turkish Constitution, “In 
the case of a conflict between international agree-
ments, duly put into effect, concerning fundamental 
rights and freedoms and the laws due to differences in 
provisions on the same matter, the provisions of inter-
national agreements shall prevail.”

•	 Türkiye became a party to the Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) in 1985.

•	 In order to comply with the OSCE documents and EU 
acquis, especially the case-law of the European Court 
of Human Rights, necessary modifications changes 
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136
have been made in national laws and regulations in 
areas including freedom of thought and expression, 
freedom of association and assembly, freedom of re-
ligion, functioning of the judiciary, civil-military rela-
tions, and economic, social and cultural rights.

•	 The possibility of individual application to the Consti-
tutional Court, the establishment of institutions such 
as the Human Rights and Equality Institution of Türki-
ye and the Ombudsman are among the changes made 
in this context.

•	 The adoption of the new Civil Code at the beginning 
of 2002 and the new Turkish Penal Code adopted in 
September 2004 constitute important stages of legal 
reforms.

•	 Türkiye ratified Protocol no 6 to the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights on the abolition of the death 
penalty in November 2003. The ratification procedures 
of Protocol no 13, which abolished the death penalty 
under all circumstances, were completed in February 
2006 and the aforementioned Protocol entered into 
force for our country.

•	 Progress has been ensured in the field of freedom of 
thought and expression with the “Law Amending the 
Turkish Penal Code”, which entered into force in May 
2008.

•	 Fundamental rights and freedoms in many areas have 
been expanded and the Turkish constitutional system 
has been brought in line with international obliga-
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137
tions with the arrangements included in the constitu-
tional amendment package adopted with the referen-
dum on 12 September 2010.

•	 In order to exercise human rights on the basis of dem-
ocratic legitimacy, Türkiye has prepared the “New Judi-
cial Reform Strategy” in 2019, taking into account the 
standards and norms of the Council of Europe and the 
EU. The changes envisaged in the strategy were enact-
ed through judicial packages. Thanks to these pack-
ages, freedom of expression was strengthened, legal 
remedies were expanded, the duration of detention 
was limited during the investigation phase, and new, 
simple, and accelerated procedures such as rapid trial, 
simple trial, and e-trial were introduced.

•	 In 2021, a Human Rights Action Plan was developed 
based on the vision formulated as “Free Individual, 
Strong Society; a More Democratic Türkiye”. The start-
ing point of the Action Plan, which was prepared by 
taking the opinions of the Council of Europe and EU 
representatives, is the obligation to protect the mate-
rial and spiritual existence, honor, and dignity of the 
human being in all transactions and actions of all 
state institutions and organizations.

•	 While electoral turnout is very low in the Western 
countries, Türkiye reflects its democratic maturity to 
the ballot box with a high turnout rate exceeding 80%.

•	 Türkiye, with its legal system keeping the judiciary ful-
ly independent from the executive organ, is among the 
exemplary countries in terms of judicial independence.
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July 15 
Coup Attempt
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139•	 On 15 July 2016, Türkiye was exposed to a treacher-
ous coup attempt against the democratic legitimate 
government and constitutional order by the FETO/PSS 
armed terrorist organization, which had infiltrated into 
the Turkish army and other strategic institutions.

•	 The coup attempt, which aimed to overthrow the Pres-
ident and government directly elected by the Turkish 
people, and to destroy democracy and the rule of law, 
violated the fundamental rights and freedoms of Tur-
kish citizens, especially the “right to life”.

•	 FETO/PSS is an armed terrorist organization formed 
by fanatical people who came together with the direc-
tives of its ringleader Fethullah Gülen.

•	 FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation has a wide 
range of international activities ranging from educa-
tion to media, economic activities, and infiltration into 
the state.

•	 The goal of the FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation 
is to seize control of all of the Republic of Türkiye’s 
constitutional institutions and, once this has been ac-
complished, to manage the country’s economic, social, 
and political power through a single group. The ul-
timate goal of the organisation is not merely to rule 
Türkiye, but to become a global power that rules the 
entire world.
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•	 Although FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation 

claims that it represents the so-called “moderate Is-
lam” model in the international arena, the organiza-
tion was involved in serious human rights violations 
and did not hesitate to use violence. Many investiga-
tions have been opened against the organization in 
the countries where it is active.

•	 During the coup attempt, attacks were carried out 
against the democratic institutions and organizations 
of our country, especially the Grand National Assem-
bly of Türkiye. At the call of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, the coup attempt was repelled in a short 
time thanks to the resistance of tens of thousands of 
unarmed, civilian demonstrators and the struggle of 
the security forces.

•	 The stance and sacrifice of the Turkish Nation in the 
face of this attack on democracy has set an example 
for the whole world.

•	 In this resistance, which made its mark in Turkish po-
litical history, 252 Turkish citizens became martyrs, 
and 2735 citizens became veterans.

•	 15 July was declared as the “Victory of Democracy and 
Martyrs’ Day” to commemorate our citizens who lost 
their lives during the coup attempt.

•	 Türkiye has passed through this difficult process by 
strictly adhering to the principles of rule of law, de-
mocracy, human rights, and justice.
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Did You 
Know?
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143•	 Istanbul is the only metropolitan city located on two 
continents and it has a population higher than 131 
countries.

•	 İstanbul is the only city which was the capital of two 
different empires at different times in history (East Ro-
man Empire and Ottoman Empire).

•	 According to the data published by World Tourism 
Organization in March 2022, Türkiye was the fourth 
biggest tourism destination of the world with 29.9 
million visits in 2021. 

•	 Göbeklitepe, which is considered one of the most im-
portant cultural heritage elements of the human his-
tory and defined as the “Zero Point of History” with its 
roots going back to 12 thousand years ago, and Çatal-
höyük, one of the first settlements of human being, are 
both located in Türkiye.

•	 The first empire on Anatolian lands was established 
by Hittites, while Kadesh Treaty, which is known as the 
first written treaty in history, was signed between Hit-
tites and Egyptians. The original text of Kadesh Treaty 
is kept in İstanbul Museum of Archeology.
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144 •	 Türkiye has 19 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage List 
and 84 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage Tentative 
List.

•	 Türkiye was one of the leading European countries by 
enfranchisement of women in 1934.

•	 Türkiye’s first female pilot Sabiha Gökçen was also the 
first female fighter pilot of the world.

•	 Two of the seven wonders of the world are located 
in Türkiye (the Temple of Artemis, located in Ephesus, 
and Halicarnassus Mausoleum, located in Halicarnas-
sus).

•	 The word “Turquois” was derived with the inspiration 
given by the color of Mediterranean waters in Türkiye.

•	 Saint Nicholas, an important Christianity figure who is 
known as Santa today, was born in the Patara ancient 
city in Antalya province of Türkiye and served as the 
prelate in the Myra ancient city in Demre district of 
Antalya. 

•	 The House of the Virgin Mary, which is known as the 
last place Virgin Mary lived before her death and vis-
ited by millions of tourists coming from all over the 
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145world every year, is located in Selçuk district of İzmir 
province in Türkiye. 

•	 In 1502, the great artist and scientist Leonardo da 
Vinci designed a project that would connect the two 
sides of the Golden Horn in İstanbul upon the order of 
Ottoman Sultan Bayezid II. 

•	 The first Christians fleeing from the suppression by 
the Roman Empire came to Anatolia and took shelter 
in Cappadocia. 

•	 Seven Churches of Asia (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea), an impor-
tant element of the Christian belief, are located on the 
lands of Türkiye.

•	 Being located in the middle geographical zone and 
presenting an important level of diversity of geo-
graphical formation, Türkiye experiences all 4 seasons, 
thanks to which visitors can benefit from both winter 
and summer tourism at the same time. 	

•	 Being surrounded by the sea on three sides, Türkiye, as 
a peninsula, has total coastline of nearly 8,000 km, and 
it is also a quite mountainous geography with more 
than 130 summits. 
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146
•	 Two of the most important global waterways used 

in international transportation are located in Türkiye 

(the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles). 

•	 Tulip, whose native soil is Anatolia, was first presented 

as a gift to European diplomats by Ottoman Sultans. 

•	 Türkiye is the country where numerous important 

historical figures were born: Homer of Smyrna (İzmir) 

(best known epic poet of the world and writer of the 

Iliad and Odyssey); Herodotus of Halicarnassus (the 

first historian, known as the father of history); Saint 

Paul of Tarsus (the Saint who evangelized Europe); 

Aesop of Amorium (Emirdağ) (fabler); Saint Nicholas 

of Patara (Santa); Thales of Miletus (mathematician); 

Heraclitus of Ephesus (philosopher); Strabo of Amasia 

(father of geography). 	  	

•	 The Grand Bazaar of Istanbul, built in 1461, is the larg-

est and oldest enclosed shopping center of the world. 

•	 Asklepion, built in the 2nd century BC in Bergama, 

Smyrna (İzmir), is known as one of the first full-fledged 

healthcare clinics of the world. 

•	 Parchment paper, which enabled the fast dissemina-

tion of information in the ancient world, was invented 
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147
in the ancient city of Pergamon located in Bergama 
district of modern Smyrna (İzmir). 

•	 The Trojan Horse and Troy, the legendary city of 
Achilles, Paris, and Helen, are located in Çanakkale, an 
Aegean province of modern Türkiye.

•	 The first coins in history were made of electrum and 
used by Lydian King Alyattes in 640 BC in Sardes, a site 
located in the Aegean region of Türkiye.

•	 Turkish delight is one of the most ancient desserts of 
the world with its history dating back to 500 years ago. 
It was first developed in the kitchens of the Ottoman 
palaces.

•	 Hezarfen Ahmet Çelebi was the first human to fly a 
significant distance by using artificial wings to pass 
above the Bosporus in the 17th century, which made 
him the first intercontinental flyer 270 years earlier 
than Wright Brothers.

•	 Aspendos, the best-preserved Roman theatre from the 
2nd century, is located in Antalya province of Türkiye.

•	 Karum, one of the first trade centers of the world, is 
located in the ancient city of Kaneş in Kültepe area of 
Kayseri province. 
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148
•	 1915 Dardanelles Bridge is the “longest middle span 

bridge of the world”.

•	 In 2020, 540 billion cubic meters of natural gas was 
discovered in Tuna-1, Amasra-1 wells in Black Sea, for 
the first time in Türkiye’s history. 

•	 Türkiye is the world leader in the production and ex-
port of hazelnuts, cherries, fig, and apricot.

•	 Turkish Airlines, known as the “airline with the high-
est number of international flight destinations”, flies 
to 280 international points in 128 countries and the 
company has the 4th largest flight network currently. 

•	 Türkiye is second only to the USA in terms of TV series 
exports. Until today, more than 150 Turkish TV series 
met with the audience in 152 countries in Europe, 
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, and North and South 
America. 

•	 During the pandemic, Türkiye has supported 161 
countries and 12 international organizations in their 
efforts against the pandemic with medical equipment 
and aid in kind. 

•	 Türkiye, one of the five countries that contribute most 
to the NATO operations and missions, is a founding 
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member of various European institutions including 
the Council of Europe and Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

•	 Türkiye, as “the country hosting the highest number of 
refugees”, has provided protection to nearly 4 million 
people since 2015. 
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Contact
Details
Directorate of Communications of the 
Republic of Türkiye
Kızılırmak Mah. Mevlana Bulvarı No:144 
Çankaya / ANKARA
Phone: +90 312 590 20 00
www.iletisim.gov.tr

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Türkiye
Dr. Sadık Ahmet Cad. No:8 
Balgat / ANKARA
Phone: +90 312 292 10 00
www.mfa.gov.tr

From the USA and Canada	 : +1 888 566 7656
From Germany 	 : +49 30 56 83 73 099
From Australia 	 : +43 800 00 70 90
From the UK 	 : +44 203 608 8090
From the Netherlands 	 : +31 10 766 0007
From France 	 : +33 180 146 335
From other countries 	 : +90 312 292 29 29
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